Notes from the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group held on Wednesday 5 October at 7.00pm at Grimsargh Village Hall

Present:- Councillor Mrs Lindsay Philipson (Chairman); Councillor Mrs Lynda Cryer; Councillor Terry Cryer; Councillor Mrs Eileen Murray; Damian Perkins; David Willis and Sue Whittam. 
1. Welcome/Apologies/Chairman’s Health & Safety Announcements.

Lindsay welcomed everyone to the meeting especially Damian who had come along to his first meeting of the Steering Group.  Apologies were received from Tim Brown, Councillor Neil Cartwright and Councillor David Hindle.

2.  Update on progress so far.

Lindsay gave a brief update on progress so far and explained that Tim Brown had been appointed as our planner and he was also involved with the Broughton Parish Council plan.  Tim would become more involved as our plan progressed.  Lindsay explained that we had applied to Preston City Council for approval for our area of designation ie the Parish Boundary and this had been considered by Preston City Council’s Cabinet on 28 September and no objections had been raised.  This was now subject to call in procedures but all being well the area of designation would receive approval by 12 October 2016. It was recognised that the development of our plan involved a lot of work and the Parish Council with the help of the Steering Group would be leading on this. 

3.  Next Steps and recommendations to October Parish Council meeting.

There was a discussion about the next stage and the community engagement part of the process.  Lindsay and Eileen had been looking for other examples of Neighbourhood Plans and had found one produced by Tattenhall and District and this seemed similar in characteristics to Grimsargh and was well written.  A link to the plan would be sent round to the Steering Group so they could read the plan.

It was agreed that the Parish Council would be recommended to agree our first community engagement event to be held on 30 November 2016 between 5.30pm and 8.30pm at the village hall.  We would need to set up the tables from around 4.00pm.  It was felt that there should be a table for each theme with a representative from the Steering Group leading on a particular theme.  As we still needed a lead for housing including extra care housing Sue agreed to run this at the community engagement event. The other themes/leaders were:-

Ecology and Heritage – David Hindle.

Comunity & Social – Keith Middlebrough.

Health, Wellbeing & Fitness – David Willis.

Environment & Infrastructure – Eileen Murray.

Access, infrastructure and accessibility – lead person to be decided.

Business & Employment – Damian Perkins.

Safety & Security – Terry Cryer.
Important questions for the evening would be around -  What do you like about our village; What do you not like and What do you want to see more of.  It was important to involve young people, the schools and all the known groups in the village such as Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Scouts, Beavers, Gardening Club, Church groups, Young at Heart – this was not the total list of everyone but we would try and locate all groups and involve them with the discussion.

It was also agreed to recommend to the Parish Council that there should be a dedicated Facebook Page and Website for the Neighbourhood Plan and we would need a specific logo.  Eileen agreed to draw up a draft budget for the plan for submission to the Parish Council.

It was also agreed to recommend to the Parish Council that we should produce a flyer for the whole village to inform everyone about the event on 30 November.  We would also like to provide some refreshments for the event and also launch some competitions such as a prize draw sponsored by a local business.  

4.  Date of Next Steering Group Meeting.

It was agreed that the next meeting would be held on Wednesday 16 November at 7.00pm and this would be primarily to go over all the arrangements for the 30 November event.
